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LUCKY	  BIRTHDAY	  WINS	  VIRGINIA	  BABIES	  	  
COLLEGE	  SAVINGS	  ACCOUNTS	  

21 Babies Receive $529 Virginia529 Accounts for 529 College Savings Day	  
	  

RICHMOND,	  Virginia	  –	  June	  5,	  2014	  –	  Some	  of	  Virginia’s	  youngest	  residents	  have	  a	  head	  start	  on	  their	  
college	  savings	  thanks	  to	  a	  lucky	  birthday.	  Virginia529	  College	  Savings	  Plan	  (Virginia529)	  awarded	  
college	  savings	  accounts	  valued	  at	  $529	  to	  21	  newborns	  for	  being	  born	  the	  closest	  to	  5:29	  p.m.	  at	  
participating	  hospitals	  on	  May	  29.	  	  

The	  initiative	  is	  part	  of	  the	  agency’s	  celebration	  of	  529	  College	  Savings	  Day	  on	  May	  29	  (5/29).	  The	  
purpose	  is	  to	  raise	  awareness	  about	  the	  importance	  of	  saving	  for	  higher	  education	  and	  starting	  early.	  
While	  the	  account	  has	  enough	  to	  buy	  only	  a	  semester	  of	  books	  now,	  it	  has	  the	  potential	  to	  grow	  
significantly.	  For	  example,	  if	  a	  baby’s	  family	  adds	  $100	  per	  month	  to	  the	  account	  for	  the	  next	  18	  years	  
and	  selects	  investments	  that	  grow	  at	  6.5	  percent,	  the	  account	  could	  be	  worth	  approximately	  $42,000	  in	  
2032	  when	  the	  child	  is	  ready	  for	  college.	  The	  earnings	  are	  tax-‐free	  when	  the	  money	  is	  used	  for	  qualified	  
higher	  education	  expenses.	  

The	  21	  winning	  babies,	  along	  with	  the	  participating	  hospitals	  where	  they	  were	  born,	  are:	  

• Augusta	  Health,	  Fishersville:	  Victor	  Angelo	  Nunez,	  son	  of	  Tara	  and	  Nelson	  Nunez	  of	  Staunton	  

• Centra	  Southside	  Community	  Hospital,	  Farmville:	  Amila	  Skye	  Wright-‐Royal,	  daughter	  of	  Ieashia	  
Wright	  Royal	  of	  Farmville	  

• Fauquier	  Health,	  Warrenton:	  Shelton	  Wayne	  Keyser,	  son	  of	  Katie	  Strevel	  and	  Jessie	  Keyser	  of	  
Bealeton	  

• Inova	  Alexandria	  Hospital,	  Alexandria:	  Yusuf	  Shalizi,	  son	  of	  Marina	  Azimi	  and	  Wahid	  Shalizi	  of	  
Alexandria	  

• Inova	  Fairfax	  Hospital,	  Falls	  Church:	  Lucho	  Enrique	  Dodson,	  Ringo	  Frances	  Dodson	  and	  Charles	  
Henry	  Dodson	  (triplets),	  sons	  of	  MaVanessa	  and	  Charles	  Dodson	  of	  Falls	  Church	  

• Inova	  Fair	  Oaks	  Hospital,	  Fairfax:	  Brooklyn	  Noel	  Lowe	  and	  Lana	  Ariel	  Lowe	  (twins),	  daughters	  of	  
Shanice	  Corlette	  and	  Lando	  Lowe	  of	  Bristow	  

• Johnston	  Memorial	  Hospital,	  Abingdon:	  Jason	  Coltin	  Wicks,	  son	  of	  Kaitlyn	  Rasnake	  of	  Lebanon	  

• Martha	  Jefferson	  Hospital,	  Charlottesville:	  Savont	  Amani	  Washington,	  son	  of	  Shaniki	  
Washington	  of	  Palmyra	  



• Norton	  Community	  Hospital,	  Norton:	  Kathryn	  Elise	  Clendenon,	  daughter	  of	  Cindy	  and	  Paul	  
Clendenon	  of	  Norton	  

• Sentara	  Leigh	  Hospital,	  Norfolk:	  Ruby	  Ada	  Rentz,	  daughter	  of	  Brady	  Rentz	  of	  Virginia	  Beach	  

• Sentara	  Northern	  Virginia	  Medical	  Center,	  Woodbridge:	  Kate	  Vu,	  daughter	  of	  PhuongLinh	  
Khuong	  of	  Fairfax	  

• Sentara	  Obici	  Hospital,	  Suffolk:	  Liam	  Daniel	  Brinkley,	  son	  of	  Heather	  Brinkley	  of	  Suffolk	  

• Sentara	  Princess	  Anne	  Hospital,	  Virginia	  Beach:	  Samuel	  Luay	  Coxwell,	  son	  of	  Rebekah	  and	  
Zachary	  Coxwell	  of	  Virginia	  Beach	  

• Sentara	  RMH	  Medical	  Center,	  Harrisonburg:	  Michael	  K	  Nyambu,	  son	  of	  Sheila	  and	  Edmond	  
Nyambu	  of	  Harrisonburg	  

• Southampton	  Memorial	  Hospital,	  Franklin:	  Hailey	  Faith	  Jones,	  daughter	  of	  Dana	  and	  Karl	  Jones	  
of	  Courtland	  

• VCU	  Medical	  Center,	  Richmond:	  Elodie	  Marlowe	  Stratton-‐DiPerna,	  daughter	  of	  Kelcey	  Stratton	  
of	  Richmond	  	  

• Warren	  Memorial	  Hospital,	  Front	  Royal:	  Joshua	  Lee	  Laurent,	  son	  of	  Tina	  Laurent	  of	  Stanley	  

• Winchester	  Medical	  Center,	  Winchester:	  Levi	  Boyd	  Welsh,	  son	  of	  LeVera	  and	  Daniel	  Welsh	  of	  
Stephens	  City	  

Virginia529,	  the	  state	  agency	  which	  administers	  Virginia’s	  college	  savings	  plan,	  has	  been	  awarding	  
accounts	  to	  babies	  born	  on	  May	  29	  since	  2009.	  Virginia529	  offers	  four	  tax-‐advantaged	  college	  savings	  
programs	  that	  can	  be	  used	  at	  eligible	  public	  and	  private	  colleges	  and	  universities	  worldwide.	  The	  
minimum	  contribution	  to	  open	  an	  account	  with	  Virginia529	  is	  $25	  and	  contributions	  grow	  free	  from	  
state	  and	  federal	  taxes	  when	  used	  for	  qualified	  higher	  education	  expenses.	  In	  addition,	  Virginia	  
taxpayers	  may	  deduct	  up	  to	  $4,000	  in	  contributions	  per	  year	  per	  account	  from	  their	  state	  individual	  
income	  taxes.	  	  

Learn	  more	  about	  529	  Day	  at	  Virginia529.com/529day.	  
	  

About	  the	  Virginia529	  College	  Savings	  Plan:	  
Virginia529	  is	  a	  529	  college	  savings	  plan	  that	  offers	  flexible,	  affordable,	  tax-‐advantaged	  savings	  for	  
qualified	  higher	  education	  expenses	  through	  its	  four	  programs:	  Virginia529	  prePAID	  SM	  (prePAID	  SM),	  
Virginia529	  inVEST	  SM	  (inVEST	  SM),	  CollegeAmerica®	  and	  CollegeWealth®.	  More	  than	  $50	  billion	  in	  assets	  
under	  management	  and	  2.3	  million	  accounts	  as	  of	  March	  31,	  2014	  make	  Virginia529	  the	  largest	  529	  plan	  
available.	  For	  more	  information	  on	  Virginia529’s	  college	  savings	  options,	  visit	  Virginia529.com	  or	  call	  1-‐
888-‐567-‐0540	  to	  obtain	  program	  materials.	  These	  include	  information	  on	  Virginia529	  programs,	  
investment	  objectives,	  risks,	  charges,	  expenses	  and	  other	  important	  information;	  read	  and	  consider	  
them	  carefully	  before	  investing.	  All	  investments	  are	  subject	  to	  risk,	  including	  the	  possible	  loss	  of	  the	  
money	  you	  invest.	  
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